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the author

tatiana sánchez
Tatiana is a teacher by profession and she loves history and art. She has been drawn to these
two subjects ever since she was little. She is also the mother of two wonderful children.
“My eldest child brought a note home from school one day. It contained a request for parents
to collaborate in providing material on Piet Mondrian, an abstract painter. Abstraction may
seem complicated to explain but small children use it every day in their drawings and their
world is full of imaginary compositions.”
“I thought it was an excellent idea and it meant that I could explain both his work and his
motivations and influences to my four-year-old son and his classmates, so I put together a
small PowerPoint presentation, which, thanks to the help of the professionals at Editorial
Weeble, has been transformed into this book.”
This is the first children’s book that Tatiana has written. She is now working on further
projects, such as a historical book about her great-aunt.
Email: enseyestu@gmail.com
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the illustrator

vico cóceres
Vico Cóceres is a young Argentinian illustrator, aged 24, who has a well-defined, carefree
style which suits that of our project perfectly. Her work has been published in several
newspapers and magazines in Latin America.
This is the second book that Vico has illustrated for our publishing house. She has produced
illustrations which are full of life, very modern and refreshing. We are sure that we will
continue to collaborate with her in the future.
In addition to being an illustrator, Vico also produces cartoon strips.
She is currently working as a freelance illustrator.

Email: sakura_vico@hotmail.com
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the publisher
Editorial Weeble is an educational project that actively encourages collaboration in order to
promote education in an attractive and modern way.
We create and publish educational children’s books which are fun, modern, simple and
imaginative. Books which can be used at home or at school as supporting material.
Best of all, they are free! In order to achieve this, we publish in electronic formats. We want
to make this new way of learning accesible to everyone.
We are committed to the development of imagination and creativity as basic pillars in children’s
development.
Through our books we are seeking to redefine the way that children learn, making it more
enjoyable and practical.
If you would like to find out more about us, visit us at:
http://editorialweeble.com
Regards, the Editorial Weeble team
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Once upon a time, a long time ago, in a faraway land called Holland, a boy called
Piet Mondrian was born.

Point to the place where you live on the map and see if you are
far from or close to the country where Mondrian was born.
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Piet had loved painting since he was little. His father, who was called Pieter
Cornelius, was very good at drawing, so he taught his son how to paint.

Do you know what he always asked his parents for? Paint and coloured pencils,
of course!

So when it was his birthday, his
parents gave him lots of
paintbrushes, paints, paper to
paint on, and lots and lots of
coloured pencils.
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One day his parents gave
him a very special
present: they took him to
an art gallery!
- Do you know what an art
gallery is? - Piet’s mother
asked him.
- No, mummy, I don’t know
- answered Piet.
- Well, it’s a place where
you can see paintings by
famous artists - his
mother responded.
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The paintings were beautiful and very colourful.
At the art gallery, he learnt what a landscape was. They were paintings of nature.
He saw paintings of mountains, lakes and trees, some of them even contained
snowy landscapes.

9

He also learnt that there were other paintings called portraits, which were
paintings of people in which you could see eyes, ears and hair.

There were even painters who had painted themselves, how funny! These
paintings were called self-portraits.

10

Piet had loved visiting the art gallery, so he decided that when he was older he
wanted to be a painter.

Piet continued to draw at home, but
obviously his pictures did not turn out as
well as the paintings in the art gallery. He
decided that he had to keep practising and
working hard in order to learn to draw
really well.
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After visiting the art gallery, Piet decided to turn his house into an art gallery, so,
with some help from his father, he hung each painting that he did on his
bedroom wall.

Day after day, he continued to
paint lots of portraits and
landscapes and he could see that
they were getting better and
better…

His parents were very proud of his
work.
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Since he wanted to keep learning, he showed interest in exploring what other
painters had painted and what their paintings were like.
So he learnt that a painter called Arcimboldo painted portraits using fruit,
vegetables and flowers.
Very strange, don’t you think? But also, how fun and original!
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He also started to paint just like the first Impressionists, such as Seurat and
Monet. They painted using lots of little dots, of different colours and sizes, which
ended up creating shapes... This way of painting was called Pointillism.

Look at the way these paintings are made up of little dots.
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After a while, Piet could draw and paint very well. He could do landscapes,
portraits and whatever else he wanted to.

He even painted a self-portrait. Do you remember that he learnt what that was by
visiting the art gallery?

Look what Mondrian was like when he was
young.
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In order to continue learning, Mondrian went to France, where many important
painters lived at that time.
Whilst he was there, Piet discovered a new style of painting which was called
Cubism.
And what did this new style of painting
involve? Well, cubist artists turned
everything that they saw into
geometric shapes, such as circles,
squares, rectangles, and that way they
simplified their paintings.

Look how they did it:
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These Cubist paintings made Piet remember the
drawings that he used to do when he was a child.
He really liked this style and he began to improve
it.

17

Following the Cubist example, Mondrian began to simplify his paintings a lot.
He simplified them to the point where he only left colours, lines and shapes in
his paintings, thereby creating a new style of painting that was called
Neoplasticism.
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In the paintings that were most typical of his style, Piet Mondrian only used
lines, geometric shapes and pure colours such as blue, red, black and yellow.
Nothing else.

Look at this painting that
he did:
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In the end, Mondrian became what he had wanted to be as a child, a painter, and
what’s more, he was famous!

Here are some more of his paintings:
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Do you know what the best thing is? Nowadays, his paintings are used to design
and decorate many random objects. No doubt you have seen one of his designs
on dresses, shoes, gift boxes, cushions and many other things.

Look at these examples:
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The end

About the copyrights of the paintings
reproduced in this book.
The images of the Mondrian paintings have been taken
from the Internet with no means of knowing the origin of
the photography, and they are included invoking the right

already been made available to the public and their inclusion
is made by way of a quotation or for analysis, comment or
critical judgement. Such use may only be made for teaching
purposes or scientific research, to the extent justified by the
purpose of this incorporation and indicating the source and
name of the author of the work used”.

to make quotations for educational purposes which is
provided for in article 10 of the Berne Convention for the
Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, it being permissible
to make quotations from a work which has already been
lawfully made available to the public.
Within the European Union, Directive 2001/29/EC, concerning
the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related
rights in the information society, recognises the right to quote
for teaching purposes in article 5.3:
“In cases of illustration for teaching or scientific research,
provided that, unless this is deemed impossible, the source,
including the author's name, is acknowledged, and to the
extent to which this is justified for the non-commercial
purpose pursued."
Royal Legislative Decree 1/1996, of 12 April, which approves
the amended text of the Intellectual Property Act, regulates
the right to make quotations in the first section of article 32,
setting out the following:
“It is permissible to include in a work fragments of other works
be they written, sound or visual recordings, or separate
artistic or photographic works, provided that these works have
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