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The publisher

editorial weeble
Editorial Weeble is an educational project that actively encourages collaboration in order to
promote education in an attractive and modern way.
We create and publish educational children’s books which are fun, modern, simple and
imaginative. Books which can be used at home or at school as supporting material.
Best of all, they are free! In order to achieve this, we publish in electronic formats. We want to
make this new way of learning accessible to everyone.
We are committed to the development of imagination and creativity as basic pillars in children’s
development.
Through our books we are seeking to redefine the way that children learn.
If you would like to find out more about us, visit us at: http://editorialweeble.com
Regards, the Editorial Weeble Team
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For those of you who are studying music........
and for those of you who would like to learn

CHAPTER

1

The early
years

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born on 27 January 1756, in the city of Salzburg
which is now in Austria, although at the time it belonged to the German Empire.

Hello everyone! I’m Mozart and I’ve just
My dad is called Leopold and my mum is called
Anna. I have a big sister who I call Nannerl.
I love them all very much.
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His father, Leopold, is a composer and starts to teach his two children music. Both of
them play very well, particularly Mozart. At the age of four, Mozart can play the
piano, and at six he can play the violin. He also starts to compose small pieces of
music for his father.
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His father, Leopold, is a composer and
starts to teach his two children music.
Both of them play very well, particularly
Mozart. At the age of four, Mozart can
play the piano, and at six he can play the
violin. He also starts to compose small
pieces of music for his father.

Mozart does not go to school. His
father teaches him all of the subjects
that he needs to learn at home, as well
as teaching him music.
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CHAPTER

2

Touring
Europa

We are going to Paris,
Munich and Vienna.
I am really excited about playing in
front of so many people.
Don’t tell my father, but I’m a bit

As Mozart and his sister play
better and better, their father
takes them on a tour of Europe
so that they can perform before
the kings and important people
of that time. They mainly play
the piano and the violin.

Thank goodness my sister is coming
as she is a great support.
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At that time, people travelled in horse-drawn carriages on dirt tracks which were full of
potholes. Sometimes it is really cold and on the odd trip Mozart and his sister catch
colds and fall ill, but that does not stop them from playing.

Today we played for the emperor in
Vienna and he really enjoyed it.
They gave my father some money,
and Nannerl and I received lots of
gifts.
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I write letters to mum most
nights so that she knows what we
are doing.
I miss her a lot, as well as my
friends in Salzburg.

All of the concerts that they give
are a success. Everyone is
surprised and delighted by how
well they play at their young age.
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When Mozart is fourteen he travels to Italy with his father
but without his sister Nannerl.
In Bologna, he is admitted as a member of the city’s music
academy, which is exceptional for a child of his age.
In Rome, Pope Clement XIV names him a Knight of
the Order of the Golden Spur.

It’s delicious!
I love it.
I recommend you try it.

In Milan, they hire him to write two operas, which is
incredible at his age.
In Naples, he has his first ice cream.
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On one of the trips he catches smallpox, a very serious illness that can lead to death,
although it no longer exists today.
Mozart almost goes blind, but after two weeks in bed with a dreadful fever, he recovers
and can travel once more.
Now he can continue giving concerts which is what he likes best. When Mozart
finishes the daytime concerts and goes back to the hotel, he starts to write his own
music. Music which is almost perfect.
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When Mozart finishes the daytime concerts and goes back to the hotel, he starts to
write his own music. Music which is almost perfect.
Listen to some of his compositions.

Rondo Alla Turca. Piano
Sonata nº 11. (1)
This is Mozart’s most famous
piano sonata.

Sinfonía nº 40.
First movement. (2)
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CHAPTER

3

Looking for
work

At the age of seventeen, Mozart is hired as a musician by the Archbishop of
Salzburg. However, after just a few years, the Archbishop’s relationship with Mozart
starts to deteriorate. They argue and fight a lot.
Mozart is not paid much for his services and frequently complains about it.
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I am twenty-one and I’ve had enough

Time passes and Mozart
becomes bored with his work
in Salzburg. It is too
monotonous.

of my job in Salzburg.
I am going to look for another job
elsewhere. I will go to Paris, Munich
and other cities so that people can hire
me to play.
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He travels from city to city enjoying huge success. Everyone admires and loves
Mozart’s compositions. They commission several concerts but never offer him a
permanent job which would allow him to live in one of the cities that he visits.
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In the end, since no one offers him a permanent position, Mozart decides to travel to
Vienna and establish himself as an independent musician. It is risky, but is the only
option that remains.

That way I can continue to
compose the music that I really
like.
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I invite you to listen to two of
my compositions.

Serenade nº 13 K 525, mov.
Allegro. (3)

Clarinet Concerto K622,
mov. Adagio. (4)
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CHAPTER

4

Life in Viena

In Vienna he becomes the best piano player. He achieves enormous success with the
first opera to be written in German: The Abduction from the Seraglio. Until then,
they had all been written in Italian. On hearing it, Emperor Joseph II says:

Beautiful music for our ears.
Although I think it has too many
notes.

And exactly how many notes
do you think it needs, your
Majesty?

Mozart knows that the quality of an opera does not depend on the number of musical
notes. He knows that it has the right number of notes, not one more, not one less. 22

Since you couldn’t go to Vienna
to see my opera The Abduction
from the Seraglio, here’s a bit for
you to listen to.
I hope you like it.

The Abduction from the
Seraglio opera. (5)
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Mozart marries Constance, the daughter of Mr. Weber, who was the copyist of his
scores. His father, Leopold, is not the slightest bit happy about this marriage.
In those days, photocopiers did not exist, as such sheet music had to be copied by
hand, and the copyist profession was important.
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In Vienna, Mozart continues to compose his own music. Meanwhile, he studies the
music of other great composers, such as Handel and Bach.
During this period, he writes two of his best-known operas: The Marriage of Figaro
and Don Giovanni.

Here are my favourite parts of
these two operas.
I hope that you like them too.

The Marriage of Figaro opera. (6)

Don Giovanni opera. (7)

Don Giovanni
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After spending a few years in Vienna, Mozart is offered a stable job in the court of
Emperor Joseph II who appoints him his chamber composer. Although the salary is
too low for Mozart’s talent and outgoings.
As such, after a few years, the financial situation of Constance and Mozart starts to
become worrying, they are even forced to sell their valuable objects. Nevertheless,
Mozart continues to work and compose his best works.
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Mozart’s health, which has always been quite delicate, starts to deteriorate.
After the opening of his opera, The Clemency of Titus, in Prague, he falls ill.
When he recovers, another of his operas opens, enjoying huge success, The Magic
Flute.

The Magic Flute opera. (8)
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He also starts to work on a Requiem, music that is used in funeral Masses.
This Requiem is commissioned by a stranger who turns up at his door dressed all in
black.

The truth is that this stranger
frightens me a little.
In the end I was not able to finish it.

Requiem. Lacrimosa. (9)
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Mozart dies in December 1791, at the age of only 35 years old.
However, he gave us his brilliant work. More than 600 compositions including
symphonies, concerts, quintets, operas and other pieces, written during so few years
of life.
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With his new composition methods, Mozart managed to revolutionise the music of his
time.
His music was, is and will remain a reference and an example for all musicians.

Never miss the opportunity to
listen to my music.
I give it to you all!
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the end
Now that you have finished reading the book, please
give us your opinion of it.
If you liked it, tell us what you liked best, which other
topics you would like to see in further books, or simply
say hello.
We love to hear from you. Thank you.

info@editorialweeble.com
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5

Compositions
included in the
book
(1) Rondo Alla Turca. Piano Sonata nº 11.
Public Domain Composition. Source: Musopen.
(2) Symphony nº 40 in G Minor, K 550 – I. Molto
Allegro.
Musopen Symphony Orchestra.
(3) Serenade: Eine kleine Nachtmusik, K. 525. Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra. Creative Commons
licence: Attribution-Noncommercial- Share Alike
3.0. Source: The Internet Archive.
(4) Clarinet Concerto K622. Mov. Adagio. Janos Rolla,
Franz Liszt Chamber Orchestra & Bela Kovacs.

(5) The Abduction from the Seraglio. K384. Act II
Welche Wonne, Welche Lust. Cyndia Sleden,
English Baroque Soloist & John Eliot Gardiner.
(6) Le nozze di Figaro – Nº 11 Cavatina ‘Progi, Amor’.
Skidmore College Orchestra. Public Domain
Composition. Source: Musopen.
(7) Don Giovanni. Public Domain Composition. Source:
Musopen.
(8) The Magic Flute – II. ACT 2. c. The Queen of the
Night. Public Domain Composition. Source:
Musopen.
(9) Requiem. Lacrimosa. BBC Symphony Orchestra.
Conducted by Sir Colin Davis.

About the copyrights of the
recordings included in the book
The recording numbered as (3) is a recording registered
under creative commons licence type AttributionNoncommercial-Share Alike 3.0, available on the The
Internet Archive web page.

The music of Mozart has no active copyright, but the
recordings and performances of his compositions do.
The recordings numbered as (1), (2), (6), (7) and (8) are
public domain recordings which are available on the
Musopen web page.

“Musopen (www.musopen.org) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
focused on improving access and exposure to music by
creating free resources and educational materials. We provide
recordings, sheet music, and textbooks to the public for free,
without copyright restrictions. Put simply, our mission is to set
music free”.

The recordings numbered as (4), (5) and (9) are included
invoking the right to make quotations for educational
purposes which is provided for in in article 10 of the Berne
Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works, it being permissible to make quotations from a work
which has already been lawfully made available to the public.
Within the European Union, Directive 2001/29/EC, concerning
the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related
rights in the information society, recognises the right to quote
for teaching purposes in article 5.3:
a) “use for the sole purpose of illustration for teaching or
scientific research, as long as the source, including the
author's name, is indicated, unless this turns out to be
impossible and to the extent justified by the noncommercial purpose to be achieved;"
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