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“It’s not my fault that my paintings don't sell, but one
day people will recognise that they are worth more than
the materials I used to paint them”.

Vincent van Gogh
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CHAPTER

1

Early years

- Hi guys, my name is Vincent van Gogh and in this
book I am going to tell you about the highlights of
my life. I will show you some of the paintings that I
did and tell you how I felt when I painted them.
- Did you know that I painted 900 paintings? Do you
want to know how long it took me? This is how the
story of my life begins…
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- I was born in a Dutch city called Zundert on 30 March 1853. My parents are called
Theodorus and Anna Cornelia.
- I was born in a Dutch city called Zundert on 30 March 1853. My parents are called
Theodorus and Anna
Cornelia.

- I have really big eyes
and red hair, now that is
fun!
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Although Vincent didn’t really like going to school, he was very good at languages. He mainly
studied French and German. However, at the age of fifteen, he left school and starts to

study on his own.
When he is sixteen, and once he has abandoned his studies, Vicent starts working as
an apprentice at an art gallery, a place where people buy and sell paintings and other
pieces of art.
When he turns twenty, the gallery
sends him to London and then to
Paris. During this time he absorbs a
lot of knowledge about painting
which will subsequently be very
useful to him.
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After a few years, he starts to find the
work boring and monotonous, and in a
letter to his brother Theo he writes:

- Dear Theo, the art gallery has
sacked me. I don’t have to work with
them anymore.
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We don’t really know whether he was sacked or whether Vicent himself did something so that
they would dismiss him. Whatever the case, Theo, who worked at the same art gallery, but at
the office in Holland, is sorry to hear the news and feels sad about his brother’s situation.

At the age of twenty-three, Vincent
goes back to England where he starts
to read the Bible. It inspires him and
causes him to experience strong
religious feelings. So much so, that he
becomes a preacher.
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At the age of twenty-five he arrives as a missionary in a poor mining region of Belgium.
There van Gogh preaches the Bible to the miners, and lives in conditions of extreme poverty.
During this period, Vincent discovers the pleasure of drawing and starts to sketch the miners
and the people that he sees
there. His preaching
adventure lasts almost
two years.
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In the end, his brother Theo convinces him to change his life and he stops preaching and
starts painting.
In those days, Theo was already sending money to van Gogh to cover all of his expenses as
he had no money coming in. Theo would take responsibility

for maintaining his

brother throughout his whole life.
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CHAPTER

2

Starting to
paint

It was in 1880 when van Gogh committed to being a painter and started to prepare for it. During
this time he moved to Brussels and, aware of the fact that he needed drawing classes, at the age
of twenty-seven he decided to enrol at the Academy of
Fine Arts, where he studied drawing and perspective.

- I am really enjoying drawing and what’s more I am
good at it. I think I am going to devote the rest of my life
to painting.
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Some time later, Vincent travels to The Hague and there he begins to paint using
watercolours, a kind of paint that is mixed with water. He also paints a lot of still lifes,
paintings which portray inanimate objects such as flowers, fruit, plants, books and objects.
To start with his paintings feature a marked realism and dark shades. Vincent mostly paints
portraits and people working.
- My two most famous paintings
are “Weaver Standing in Front of
a Loom” and “The Potato Eaters”.
Here they are:
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Ever since he was small, van Gogh had always been known for his strong personality: he was
short-tempered and easily became angry. As such,
when a friend of his is highly critical of his painting
“The Potato Eaters”, Vincent becomes very angry and
says:
- My friend Rappard criticises my painting, but who
does he think he is? My painting is excellent; it shows
the disturbing life that these poor peasants lead. I will
never speak to him again!

And he was true to his word… because they never
spoke to each other again.
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In 1886, van Gogh goes to Paris to live with his brother Theo.
It is in Paris where the art world opens up before van Gogh’s eyes. It is there that he meets the
great painters of that time, no doubt you will know some of them. Vincent becomes very
emotional when he speaks to them.

- I met Toulouse-Lautrec,
Paul Gauguin, Seurat,
Signac, Pissarro, and
even the great Paul
Cézanne.
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He continues to learn and Pissarro teaches him new painting techniques, the theory of light
and colour. Vicent learns everything very quickly. He wants to learn more and more, as if he
didn’t have enough time to learn everything.
He paints all day long without stopping. All day long. He paints scenes of the Paris
neighbourhood where he lives, called Montmartre.
- My paintings now contain much brighter
colours. I really like it! I will always use colour.
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CHPATER

3

Painting in
Arles

However, van Gogh is missing something. For years he has wanted to see the Mediterranean
Sea. Its light, its essence and its colours.
Finally, in 1888, he goes to live in the city of Arles, in the Provence region, in the south of
France. As expected, he is captivated by the enormous sun, the almost blinding light and the
purest colours that he has ever
seen.
And he starts to paint non-stop.

- I need to paint everything. I
need to portray this wonderful
place and reflect all of its beauty
on my canvases.
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On his arrival, Vincent rents a small attic room above a restaurant, but since it is so small he
cannot paint there and he has to go and paint in the countryside, where he spends entire days.
He paints trees, wheat fields, the River Rhône, and he starts to create wavy brushstrokes with
his paintbrush. Brushstrokes which will, over time, become the most characteristic feature of
his paintings.
During this period, van Gogh paints several famous paintings, such as “Peach Tree in
Blossom”, “The Langlois Bridge at Arles with
Lady and Umbrella” and “The Sower”.
- Whilst I discovered colour in Paris, what I am
discovering here is incomparable. My palette is
now filled with bright colours, full of strength
and life.
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A few months later, using the money that his brother Theo sends him, he rents what is known
as the yellow house, so-called because its walls are painted that colour.
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Vincent continues to learn and, at the end of the summer, he starts to research
night-time and indoor painting. As such he recreates the atmosphere inside bars
and reflects the night-time light in two fantastic paintings “The Night Café” and
“Café Terrace at Night”.

- Do you like these paintings?
Look how the colour yellow that
comes from the light fittings lights
up the bar in the paintings, and
how van Gogh paints the starry
sky, a highly characteristic
feature of his style, using big
round stars in white and yellow.
21
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A surprise awaits van Gogh. The great painter Gauguin, who van Gogh met in Paris, travels to
Arles to live with him for a few weeks. Vincent loves Gauguin, he is one of his best friends.

- I am really nervous about Gauguin’s visit. I have
painted the house yellow for him with lots of paintings
of yellow sunflowers. Everything he does is brilliant, but
people do not understand him, which is why he doesn’t
sell paintings, like me.
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They painted many paintings together for weeks, but their strong personalities lead to
frequent arguments. During one such argument van Gogh ends up cutting off part of his left
earlobe, and has to stay in hospital for two weeks.
Following this latest incident, Gauguin cannot tolerate any more and
decides to leave, leaving van Gogh alone in Arles.
After this episode, Vincent’s health
starts to deteriorate and he suffers
frequent periods of depression which
lead him to be admitted to hospital
on several occasions.
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CHAPTER

4

Painting in
Auverssur-Oise

During one of his hospital stays, following another crisis, van Gogh decides to move to his
brother Theo’s house in Paris. Although, shortly afterwards, so as not to bother Theo any
longer, he goes to live on his own in a village very close to Paris called Auvers-sur-Oise.

- But before that I want to
show you this painting
which I did whilst I was in
hospital in Saint-Rémy, I
called it “Starry Night”.
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- Look at the night sky. I have painted some wavy brushstrokes which I love, like gigantic
spirals. There are also huge, bright stars. I have put a yellow halo around them in order to
give the idea of how they shine. And I have painted the moon orange!
- I love those wavy brushstrokes which look like gigantic spirals. Can you see those huge,
bright stars…? And what
about that yellow halo which
encircles them? The halo is
what makes them shine so
brightly. And have you seen
the moon, the orange moon?
I love “Starry Night”!
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In Auvers, he meets the doctor Paul Gachet, who will be his best friend from then onwards. Paul
is a painting enthusiast who is amazed by Vincent’s artistic ability. As such, he offers to look
after him and visit him whenever he needs it. He will be his doctor and friend from now on.
By way of gratitude, Vincent paints him one of his most famous paintings, entitled “The
Portrait of Doctor Gachet”.

- And, what do you think of
this painting of the doctor, do
you like it? He’s really, really
serious, don’t you think?
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Van Gogh paints frantically in Auvers. As soon as he finishes one painting he quickly starts
another one. As if he had very little time. Seeking refuge in painting. Take note that in just two
months he managed to paint more than seventy paintings! Some of his most famous paintings
are from this period.
- I have painted the church in Auvers on a large canvas, using strong lines, shades of violet
and a deep dark blue sky. The roof has some violet parts and some red parts. I have put the
fresh grass and wild flowers that grow there in
the foreground. Everything is bathed in
sunlight.
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Van Gogh suffers further episodes of depression in Auvers. However, he also paints one of
his best paintings, entitled “Wheat Field with Crows”. The blue of the sky and the intense
yellow of the wheat absorb all of the painting’s power. In the distance a flock of crows is
hovering above the wheat field.

30

The months go by and van Gogh continues to paint, demonstrating a lot of passion and
devotion in his work. He continues to paint non-stop, one painting after another. So much so
that in his final thirty months, van Gogh paints over 500 paintings, an extraordinary figure.
And when nobody expected it, in July 1890, van Gogh dies from a gunshot fired from a
revolver. It is currently thought that the shot could have been accidental, fired unintentionally
by two youngsters that Vincent knew. Not wanting to give them away, van Gogh said nothing
about who fired the shot, allowing the doubt to
remain forever.
His brother Theo went to be with van Gogh and
was by his side for the two days that he was in
bed due to the injuries that he suffered. In the
end, Vincent could not overcome the injuries and
he died resting his head on his beloved brother’s
hand.
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The quality of Vincent van Gogh’s paintings was not recognised until the years following his
death. From then onwards, he has been considered to be one of the great masters of painting.

Van Gogh created a new way of painting, a new
universe, full of colour and movement. A new
way of understanding art and expressing it.
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After deciding to become a painter, Van Gogh painted no less than the extraordinary amount
of 900 paintings in just ten years!

He produced his paintings thanks to his effort, perseverance and
total dedication. He knew how to put his desire to learn
and improve before his constant crises and health issues.
However, we must never forget the essential role played by
his brother, Theo, throughout his life. It is clear that
without his emotional and financial support we would not
have been able to enjoy the magnificent works of this great
genius, called VINCENT VAN GOGH.
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the end
Now that you have finished reading the book, please
give us your opinion of it.
If you liked it, tell us what you liked best, which other
topics you would like to see in further books, or simply
say hello.
We love to hear from you. Thank you.

info@editorialweeble.com

CHAPTER

6

About the copyrights of the paintings
included in the book
The images of the van Gogh paintings have been taken from
the Internet with no means of knowing the origin of the
photography, and they are included invoking the right to make
quotations for educational purposes which is provided for in
article 10 of the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary
and Artistic Works, it being permissible to make quotations from a
work which has already been lawfully made available to the public.
Within the European Union, Directive 2001/29/EC, concerning the
harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in
the information society, recognises the right to quote for teaching
purposes in article 5.3:
“In cases of illustration for teaching or scientific research, provided
that, unless this is deemed impossible, the source, including the
author's name, is acknowledged, and to the extent to which this is
justified for the non-commercial purpose pursued."
Royal Legislative Decree 1/1996, of 12 April, which approves the
amended text of the Intellectual Property Act, regulates the right to
make quotations in the first section of article 32, setting out the
following:

“It is permissible to include in a work fragments of other works be
they written, sound or visual recordings, or separate artistic or
photographic works, provided that these works have already
been made available to the public and their inclusion is made by
way of a quotation or for analysis, comment or critical judgement.
Such use may only be made for teaching purposes or scientific
research, to the extent justified by the purpose of this
incorporation and indicating the source and name of the author of
the work used”.
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